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THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA| OKANAGAN
Enrolment Services

Senate and Curriculum Services

3333 University Way

Kelowna, BC

V1V 1V7

To: 
Okanagan Senate
From:  
Dean Isaacson, Policies & Procedures Committee
Re: 
Co-Conferral of the Bachelor of Business Administration with Okanagan College
Date: 
12 May 2006

Senators may already be aware that, during the transition period, UBC Okanagan and Okanagan College reached a general agreement to co-confer the Bachelor of Business Administration through 2009. The reasons for this arrangement included transitional confusion among students and the wider community about options for applicants and continuing students. 
After UBC Okanagan opened its doors in September 2005, representatives from UBC and Okanagan College entered into detailed discussions with the goal of further defining the co-conferral arrangement. The attached draft Memorandum of Understanding is the result of those discussions.

Senators are advised that UBC has not been granted provincial authority to confer a Bachelor of Business Administration degree. These degrees would be granted under the authority of Okanagan College in a way that is similar to Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees granted by OUC under UBC authority from 1995 through 1998.

Lists of candidates for co-conferred degrees will be brought to Senate for approval prior to graduation. The Memorandum of Understanding notes possible exceptions to the June 2009 deadline for degree completion; any such exceptions would be brought to Senate for approval. If the Senate passes the motion below, the first list of candidates for co-conferred degrees will be presented to Senate for approval at the May 2006 meeting.

The Policies and Procedures Committee therefore recommends:

That the Senate approve in principle the co-conferral by UBC of the Bachelor of Business Administration degree on the following groups of candidates, provided that such candidates complete degree requirements in time to apply to graduate by June 2009:
1. Continuing Students, defined as students who were registered in the Okanagan University College prior to June 30, 2005 and who continued their enrolment at Okanagan College after that date; and
2. Transition Students, defined as students who first enrolled in the Okanagan College Bachelor of Business Administration in September 2005.
Memorandum of Understanding 
Between the Okanagan College and UBC Okanagan 
Regarding the BBA degree
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2. Rationale for the MOU

On March 17, 2004 it was announced that Okanagan University College would cease its academic operations and that programs and services would be apportioned to two new institutions: UBC Okanagan (UBC O) and Okanagan College (OC). In general, most of the four year degree programs were allocated to UBC Okanagan, while the diploma, developmental, career technical, vocational and apprenticeship programs were allocated to Okanagan College. One of two exceptions to this general rule was the OUC BBA program allocated to Okanagan College. Parenthetically, the other was the Bachelor of Computer Information Systems.  The Transition Management Committee (TMC) and UBC itself endorsed the proposition that these two four year degree programs be part of the programming that would be offered by the new OC (and TMC received Ministry approval).   In the course of these discussions, UBC O made it clear that UBC O would be establishing a Faculty of Management which would create a Bachelor of Management undergraduate program. 
Since both institutions award degrees in business studies, it is important that they work together to ensure the broadest possible choice for students and to capitalize on opportunities for shared research and continuing education for the external community. It is important that students clearly understand their options, that mobility be facilitated and that the result is two successful programs and faculties. 

There have been several documents on the subject of the transition of OUC to OC and UBC O in general and on the BBA degree in particular [1],[2],[3],[4]. The content of these documents needs to be clarified and implemented. This MOU will resolve issues that create confusion in the student population and the wider community about the degrees being offered, the mobility between them, and the involvement of each institution. 

3. Principles of the MOU 

1. Okanagan College and UBC Okanagan are committed to working together to establish two strong successful organizations. 

2. The primary goal of this collaboration is to enhance access to post secondary education for students in the region. 

3. Programs developed should enhance student mobility and choice. 

4. The promise made by UBC to join with OC to co-confer the BBA degree will be implemented in the spirit that it was given.

5. All proposals to award co-conferred degrees are, of course,  subject to ratification by the UBC O Senate (and potentially the UBC Council of Senates and Board of Governors) as well as the Education Council at OC.     

4. Eligibility for the Co-Conferred BBA Degree

During the transition period (from March 17, 2004 to July 1, 2005) there was considerable confusion among students and the wider community about the options for existing students at OUC, alumni of OUC and students applying to programs. 

Because the BBA degree program was ultimately allocated to Okanagan College, it was unclear what degree could be expected by students who had enrolled at Okanagan University College. 

To clarify the degree options of the various groups of students affected by the transition, the following principles have been established. 

Continuing Students 

Continuing Students are students who were registered in the OUC BBA program prior to June 30, 2005 who continued their enrolment at OC after that date. 

Continuing Students are eligible to receive a BBA degree co-conferred from OC and UBC O. In order to receive the co-conferred degree, these students would normally complete their program in time to apply for the Spring 2009 convocation. 

Transition Students 

Transition Students are students who first enrolled in the OC BBA in the September 2005 intake. 

To honour the assurance made by the UBC O Deputy Vice Chancellor [2], these transition students will be eligible to receive a BBA degree co-conferred by UBC O and OC. Students wishing to receive a co-conferred degree would normally complete their degree program and graduate at or before the Spring 2009 convocation.   

Post-Transition Students
Post-Transition students are students who first enrolled in the BBA degree after the September 2005 intake period. 

After September 2005, the choices for students about business studies programs were clear. There were two institutions with business studies programs with different names, structures, tuition fees and entrance requirements. Students could enrol in the BBA program at OC or the Bachelor of Management program at UBC O. 

Therefore, post-transition students will be eligible to graduate with a BBA degree from OC but ineligible to receive a degree from UBC O.  

Extensions to the Spring 2009 Graduation Deadline
Extensions to the Spring 2009 deadline will be considered in cases of unforeseen circumstances beyond a students control, or if the student is completing a BBA co-op program. Extensions must be approved before the graduation application deadline for the Spring 2009 convocation. Requests for extension will only be considered if the student can demonstrate to the satisfaction of both Okanagan College and UBC Okanagan that the degree requirements could not be completed by the 2009 deadline. All extension requests must include written documentation confirming the student's circumstances.
5. Principles of the Co-Conferred BBA Degree 

Students who are allocated the BBA degree co-conferred by UBC and OC can expect that:

1) During their program of studies, Continuing and Transition students will be considered Okanagan College students since the program is delivered at OC by OC faculty members. This general rule will apply to their program requirements, policies and regulations, fees and tuition, financial awards, tax receipts, student cards, housing, and library access.   

2) If OC BBA students wish to take courses at UBC Okanagan, they will follow a procedure similar to any other OC student wishing to take a course at another post-secondary institution. Approval must be obtained from the chair of the OC Business department and UBC will register the student through its Access Studies initiative. Students will be subject to UBC academic policy for courses taken at UBC.

3) The full student record will be kept at OC. OC will issue transcripts.

4) OC will provide a list of those students eligible to graduate with the co-conferred BBA to the Faculty of Management at UBC O. This list will be forwarded to the Senate of UBC O for approval. 

5) Each year, OC will send data to UBC O for each student who is deemed eligible to graduate with a co-conferred degree. This data will be used to create a basic student record to be kept at UBC. This will enable UBC to confirm the degree obtained by the student, should such enquiries arise. 

6) Graduands will attend a convocation ceremony at Okanagan College that will be attended by an officer of UBC who will be a member of the platform party.

7) Graduands will receive a single parchment co-conferring the BBA degree by Okanagan College and UBC Okanagan.

8) Graduates will become alumni of both OC and UBC O.

6. Student Mobility 

It is agreed that both OC and UBC O will work to enable students to move as freely as possible between their programs, to enhance the choice that students enjoy. 

The fundamental structures of the business programs at the two institutions are very different. At OC, students take many business courses in 1st and 2nd year (owing to the historic legacy of the diploma program) and then take some arts and science courses in their last 2 years. At UBC O, Management students take mainly Arts, Science, and Fine Arts courses in 1st and 2nd year and then concentrate on Management courses in their 3rd and 4th years. Because of the difference in structure, some goodwill and creativity needs to be applied to ensure that student’s mobility is not significantly impaired. 

In the first quarter of 2006, policies were put in place at UBC O that enable students in the BBA or diploma program or with an earned diploma to enter UBC O and receive credit for as much of their program as possible. Policies will also be put in place by OC to allow students in the Bachelor of Management program to move to OC and get credit for as many credits of study as possible.

Over time, these policies may be altered, but the spirit of this agreement will be honoured.   

7. References

1. MOU between UBC and the Ministry of Advanced Education dated March 11, 2004.

2.  “An Open Letter to OUC Degree Students”, signed by Martha Piper, dated March 17, 2004. 

3. Global Communication to the OUC Community from J. P. Meekison dated September 15, 2004. 

4. Letter from Dr. Barry McBride, UBC to Ms. Boparai, student at OUC, dated October 29, 2004.
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