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The Committee brings forward the following recommendation for the approval of Senate:

That Senate approve the new awards program for Graduating Medals for Heads of Class.
1. Recommended Procedures for Selecting Heads of Graduating Classes
On-going Procedure – Starting for 2006W Graduation

1. Calculate the best-27-credit average for each of years 3 and 4;
2. Average these together and award the Head of Class standing to the student with the highest GPA;
3. Exception cases:

· if 2 students tie, award it to the student with the highest 4th year 27-credit average;
· in a program where one of the year’s is less than 27 credits, calculate the average for that year on the maximum # of credits that most students took (e.g. 25 for Nursing year 3).
4.  The Silver Governor General medal will alternate between the two largest undergraduate programs (B.A and B.Sc.). This award will have the same recommendation process as all other Head of Graduating Class medals.

Modified Procedure for 2005W Graduation
Students will not have a year 3 average and their transition averages are not appropriate (they capture years 1-3).

1. Calculate the best-27-credit average for year 4 and give award to highest ranking student.

2. In the case of a tie, the student with the highest transition average receives the Head of Class standing.

Avoid Releasing the Winner’s Average
Tight timelines for medal production and publication printing mean that the Heads of Class need to be chosen before the average or graduation status is confirmed for every student.  In rare cases, a late confirmation could result in a student having a slightly higher average than the official winner, but reversing the award winner and awarding a duplicate are not possible.  

As well, students do not always understand how the 27 credit averages are calculated.

For these reasons, the winner’s averages should not be released to avoid unnecessary comparisons and questions.

2. UBC Okanagan Medals: HEAD OF CLASS AND GOVERNORS GENERAL
The schools and faculties at UBCO combine different bachelor degrees under one general name.  Because each program is different and grants a different degree, each graduating bachelor degree should have a Head of Class Medal.

· Six Degrees that should get a Head of Class Medal for 2005/2006

· BA 

· BSc 

· BSN 

· BSW 

· BFA 

· B.Ed

· These programs will not have a graduating class this year but will also require Head of Class medals in the future

· BASC

· Management

· BHK 

· All Master Degree Students (only 1 medal for all Masters programs as this is the same as UBCV – see Governor General Gold medal for more details)

· Governor General Medals

· Silver Medal 

· All six Bachelor Degree Programs are eligible for this medal; the Faculties that were not awarded the Silver Governors General Medal will be eligible for Heads of Class Medals.
· UBC O will only ever have one Silver Governors General Medal as the FTE must be over 15,000 for a second medal to be awarded and the max FTE enrolment target is 8,000?
· Gold Medal

· This medal will be awarded to Ph.D. students only; Masters students are eligible for the Head of Class medal;
· UBC O may receive another Gold medal if the graduate FTE reaches 2,500 or more. At this time we could have one for Master and one for Ph.D. student.



Item 6b


New Awards Program 








PAGE  
1
Recommended Procedures

May 5, 2006

Head of Graduating Classes and Medals



