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To:
Okanagan Senate

From:
Dr Michael Isaacson, Chair, Policies and Procedures Committee
Re: 
Establishment of the School of Engineering within the Faculty of Applied Science, UBC Okanagan

Date:
17 February 2006

That Senate approve the establishment of the School of Engineering within the Faculty of Applied Science at UBC Okanagan, effective April 1, 2006.

Background and Rationale

In 2005, the Faculty of Applied Science was transformed to a dual-campus faculty with activities at both the Vancouver and Okanagan campuses.  The Faculty’s activities on the Vancouver campus are carried out through two schools, six departments and several research centres.  However, at UBC Okanagan there is not yet an administrative home for the Faculty’s activities.  To date, these have been carried out on an interim basis out of the Office of the Dean.

The UBC Okanagan Engineering Task Force II Report, which has considered the development of engineering at UBCO, has recommended that the most suitable administrative structure for the Faculty’s engineering activities at UBCO is a School of Engineering.  The report emphasizes the importance of establishing this quickly, and the need to enhance integration through the establishment one school rather a number of departments.

The establishment of an administrative unit for the Faculty’s engineering activities at UBCO is needed to allow for the development and administration of activities in areas such as student admissions, curriculum, teaching loads, faculty, staff and student recruitment, promotion and tenure, and so on; and it will also assist in the timely recruitment of a School Director.

The establishment of a School rather than a Department appropriately distinguishes the Okanagan unit from departments in various engineering disciplines in Vancouver, and provides it with an appropriate level of curriculum and budgetary responsibility.

The University’s definition of a School is outlined in the Senate report: “Report of the Committee Appointed to Examine the Organization of the University (the “Chant Report”) (February 1949).  The proposed School of Engineering is fully consistent with this definition, and is analogous to the administrative structure of the Schools of Nursing and Social Work within the Faculty of Health and Social Development at UBC Okanagan.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michael Isaacson

Chair, Okanagan Senate Policies & Procedures Committee







