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UBC Calendar Change Proposal Form 
 
Approval Date: 
Effective Session: 2008 Term 1 
Year for Change: 2007/08 Admissions 
Cycle 
 

Date: October 6, 2007 
Contact Person: Denise Lauritano, 
Assistant Registrar, International, 
Admissions 
Phone: 604.827.5173 
Email: 

Proposed URL for On-line Calendar: 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Calendar Entry: 
With the exception of applicants to Graduate 
Programs, applicants may demonstrate English 
language competence by one of the following: 

 
 

• Three consecutive years of full-time 
education in English in Canada. Such 
education must include BC Grade 12 or 
equivalent and can be a combination of 
secondary and post-secondary 
education. 

 
 

 Four consecutive years of full-time 
education in English in a country where 
English is the principal language as 
determined by UBC. Such education 
must include BC Grade 12 or equivalent 
and can be in a combination of 
secondary and post-secondary 
education. Years completed in a 
recognized international school where 
English is the language of instruction 
may be eligible for inclusion in the 
required years of instruction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Current URL from On-line Calendar: 
 
http://www.students.ubc.ca/calendar/ind
ex.cfm?tree=2,19,0,0 
 
Current Calendar Entry:  
 
With the exception of applicants to the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies, applicants may demonstrate 
English language competence by one of the 
following: 

 
 Four years of full-time education in 

English in Canada or the equivalent in 
another country where English is the 
principal language. Such education must 
include BC Grade 12 or equivalent and 
can be in a combination of secondary 
and post-secondary education. Years 
completed in a recognized international 
school where English is the language of 
instruction may be eligible for inclusion 
in the required years of instruction. 

 
Type of Action: 
 
Rationale:   
The intent of the ELAS policy was not to 
erect a barrier to students who have lived in 
Canada all their lives and have grown up 
speaking English.  However, the way the 
policy currently stands, a number of those 
students fail to meet ELAS without manual 
intervention by the Admissions Office.  
 
Many educational jurisdictions within 
Canada consider secondary school to 
consist of three years.  Applicants from 
these systems present their secondary 
school transcript which, under the current 
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policy, is not acceptable proof of ELAS 
satisfaction.  Some choose to submit a 
middle school transcript which increases 
the paper flow to admissions and thus has 
an impact on the Admission’s Office 
ability to make timely admissions offers.  
Others choose to ask for an ELAS waiver.  
Others just assume we will take care of the 
problem without them having to take any 
action.  The overall result is a clumsiness in 
the Admissions process which does not 
contribute to the goal of ensuring that 
students are proficient in English at time of 
admission.     
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